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THE YUKON GOLD RUSH—1898 


by Sylvia Hackney 


Overview 

Gold was discovered in large quantities on 
August 17, 1896 by George Carmacks. It was 
located on the Bonanza Creek, which empties 
into the Klondike River near Dawson City. The 
whole area was considered to be ‘‘The Klon- 
dike.’’ Because transportation and communica- 
tion was so slow, the “outside world” did not 
hear about it until early 1897. 


By 1898 there was worldwide gold rush to the 
Klondike in the Yukon. It is now known to be 
the greatest gold rush in world history. Thirty 
thousand gold miners came to the area. There 
is still some gold left and miners are still there. 
Some people declare that the ‘‘mother lode”’ 
has yet to be found. The gold rush brought in 
thousands of people of all trades, which re- 
sulted in other minerals being found through- 
out the Yukon. 


About 15 routes to the Yukon were used. The 
following were the most popular routes (listed 
in order of preference): 

— Dyca near Skagway and over the Chilkoot 
Pass; — by train from Skagway to Whitehorse 
(after 1901); — by boat to the mouth of the 
Yukon River; 

— from Edmonton west to Watson Lake, 
then north up the Tintina Trench; 

— from Edmonton north along the Mac- 
kenzie River, then west up the Keele River 
and through the Macmillan Pass. 


Today tourists are able to view many old relics 
of the gold rush in Dawson City, in White- 
horse and along the Chilkoot Trail or White- 
pass (narrow gauge) Railway. Material de- 
composition is relatively slow in the Yukon 
due to the freezing weather and lack of rain, 
so many old buildings still stand today. Recent 
research has shown that homosapiens were in 
the Yukon 30,000 years ago. Some artifacts 
bese been found in Old Crow and Dawson City. 
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Suggested student activities 

1. Ideas for reports 

— the sternwheelers that travelled the 
Yukon River 

— mining camps of the area 

— tent city (specifically at Dawson City) 

— tools available and in use at Dawson 
City 

— the system of justice employed at the 
time 

— the ordeals that were endured: weather, 
supplies, illness, fire, etc. 


— the places of entertainment 


— how the gold rush influenced the sur- 
rounding area 

— how long the main gold rush lasted 

— how long Dawson City was the capital 
of the Yukon 

— what things have been done to preserve 
the days of the gold rush 


2. Map study 

a. . Have the students compare the distance 
from the area they live in to Dawson City by 
air and by road. 

b. Have the students study the terrain of the 
area and the river systems. 

c. Have the students sketch a map showing 
the most popular routes to the Klondike. 


3. Temperature study 

a. Have the students compare and graph the 
mean temperature in the area they live in and 
the mean temperature in the Yukon. (Yukon’s 
mean temperature in January—8°C and in 
July—15°C, with ranges between -50°C to 
+30°C.) 


4. Games 

Create games that have a gold panner’s theme. 
For example— 

a. Obstacle race patterned after the Chilkoot 
Trail. 

b. Teams pulling sleds by rope to simulate 
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guiding boats through the rapids. 

c. Seek gold nuggets—have students take 
marbles from a bowl! of four using only their 
teeth. 


ry Luncheon 
Have a Gold Rush Luncheon. Menu: baked 
beans, bannock, coffee or tea. 


Campfire Bannock (can be prepared before a 
hike by omitting the water) 
200mm (2. cs) Tour 
2 mL (2 tsp.) salt 
10 mL (2 tsp.) baking powder 
30 mL (2 tbsp.) finely chopped tallow (lard) 


1. Mix ingredients well, then add enough 
water to make a soft dough. 

2. Heat frying pan over hot coals, then add 
enough lard to cover bottom of pan. 

3. Spoon dough into pan, flatten top, fry 
until bannock is well raised. Turn and cook on 
the other side. Add more lard if necessary. Do 
not have frying pan too hot. 


Berry Bannock 
1. Prepare the above recipe, omitting the 


lard and substituting 5 mL (1 tsp.) cream of 
tartar for the baking powder. 

2. Add approximately 50 mL (% c.) wild 
berries or raisins. Add cinnamon for extra 
flavor. 


RESOURCES 

Music 

The songs ‘‘Yukon"’ and ‘The Klondike 
Gold Rush’’ from Canada Sings. 


Films 
The Gold Rush and Me and Sam McGee— 
chetwyn productions. 


Books (Teacher references) 

Bunker, Joan. Oh To Be a Placer Miner. (\n- 
cludes a number of student activities.) 

Berton, Laura. I Married the Klondike. 

Berton, Pierre. Klondike. 

Berton, Pierre. The Trail of ‘98. 

Martinsen, Ella Lung. Black Sand and Gold. 


For further information on the Yukon write 
to: Yukon Visitors’ Association, 302 Steele 
Street and 3rd Avenue, Whitehorse, Yukon 
Territory. 


All photos are reprinted with permission from the Vancouver Public Library. 


Men climbing the Chilkoot Pass on the way to the Yukon. 
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